The Duduk

(Armenian Double reed)

Sound Examg[e:
=

Intro: The Armenian duduk is a very ancient doublc-recd/cglindrical woodwind with one of the most

unique} expressivelg uncqua”ed} and unmistakable sounds in the whole world.

Main [solo] Instrument: In the keﬂ of ‘A
OrBb [For slow tunes, & D for faster ones

Idiosgncrasg:

There are basica”g two Pencormance s’cgles:

* 1. Involves slow song—hlce 1Cormsy in which the solo instrument 'sings' over an unintcrruptcd} quic’c
Pedal tone ['Dam']y Plagcd 59 another duduk Plagcr using circular-brea’ching‘

o« 2. This s’cgle is alouder, with faster Phrasingancl more notes, with a more 'raw' & 'reeclg'
sound. Itis more celebratory [jog]cul'] and itis gcnera”g accompanied 59 the 'Dohl' [trad‘ Armenian
drum].

By nature, its mos’clg mid-rangc voice-like, 'vclvc’cg-gct-airy' tone does not Projec’c well over loud or
high-harmonic content contexts.

Favors Legato Plaging...




Other Remarks: The Poignant~sounding duduk is essentia”g a modal instrument [while capable of

Hielding the complete chromatic scale], eﬁcec’civelg Favoring its inimitable expressive melodies.
By combining its uniquc acoustical Propcr‘tics, Powcncul Pcncormancc tcclmiqucs, and the historic struggle

of its People, the Duduk conveys a universal 'voice, expressing sensibilities that go begond geographics,

ages, & cultures.
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Avoid:
e Extreme ranges & Jor chromatic passages
e Loud, busy, high~harmonic~spectra content contexts

e Fast, staccato artic. passages

Basic Scales for a Duduk in 'A':
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Transpose accorcling|3 to G 1 step lower than the abovel, Bb [1/2 step higher, etc],
...Simile for higher C, D& Eb duduks.




